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Why?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is what demographers refer to as an “Age/Sex Pyramid”  the blue side represents males, the pink side females.  Along the side are age groups – 5 year bands starting at 0-4 years old at the bottom and progressing up to 85 and older.  The width of each is the percent of the population, so the bottom axis is percent of the population.  

As shown here, in 1940 Maricopa County- our region- had a fairly balanced age/sex pyramid.  

Around 1946 the country experienced the post War “Baby Boom”  - so by the time the 950 decennial Census came around, we began to see the emergence of the “Boomers”
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can start to see the effect as the Baby Boomer generation begins it causes disporportionate grouping in the older ages.  Now watch as each decade they grow and move through the distribution of the population– indicated with the yellow highlight.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last of the Baby Boom generation was born around 1964/65  so you can see the births starting to decline here.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The oldest boomers turned 66 in 2012. Over the next few decades we will see the percent of the population ages 65 and older continue to rise as the Boomers age. 

This growth will lead to increased needs for services for our 65 and older population.  Determining need is probably one of the most difficult tasks for researchers, grant writers and policy staff.  



The number of older adults will increase in 
10 out of 15 AZ counties by 2040 
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Source: Maricopa Association of Governments commissioned survey of people aged 55 years plus in Maricopa County in 2012

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part of the MAG Municipal Aging Services Project included a scientifically valid survey of 1,025 people aged 55 years and more in Maricopa County. The survey respondents echoed what we had been hearing through 135 interviews and 19 focus groups with more than 200 people- people want to age in place, or remain in their homes, but they were concerned about the recession’s impact on their ability to do so. 
This slide indicates nearly half of people interviewed are very concerned or concerned about their ability to age in place.
Serving people in their homes dramatically changes the way we provide services. It’s a less centralized form of care, but one that is greatly preferred by the majority of people living here today. 
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2011 2012-2014             2015-2017          2018- ongoing                 

MAG Municipal Aging 
Services Project 

• 1,035 people 
aged 55+ 
surveyed 

• 135 
interviews

• 19 focus 
groups

• 4 pilot 
projects

• Technical 
assistance

• Place-
based 
teams 

• 9 partner
communities

• Feed Your 
Mind 
webinars

• Connect60Pl
us.com 

• 12 partner 
communities

• Redefined audience
• Statewide 

transportation 
projects 

• Ongoing outreach



Communities
• Bullhead City
• Central Village
• City of Maricopa
• Northwest Valley Connect
• Parker
• Scottsdale
• SEAGO region
• Surprise
• Tempe
• Tucson
• Verde Valley
• Wickenburg



Partners
• AARP of Arizona 
• Arizona Commission on the Arts
• Arizona Department of Economic 

Security
• Arizona Department of Health
• Arizona State University Osher Lifelong 

Learning Institute 
• Cities, towns and counties in AZ
• Nonprofit agencies such as Benevilla and 

Duet
• Grantmakers in Aging
• Regional planning agencies in AZ
• Sun Health 
• Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
• Vitalyst Health Foundation



Tools for Aging in Place
Time banks

Villages
Transportation
Encore Fellows
Data analysis

Community engagement
Osher Lifelong Learning



For More Information
Amy St. Peter, MPA
MAG Deputy Executive Director
Phone: (602) 452-5049
Email: astpeter@azmag.gov
Website: www.connect60plus.com

mailto:astpeter@azmag.gov
http://www.connect60plus.com/
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