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Drywall Textures

Application Methods:

Spray Vs. Hand Applied

Drywall Repair Work

Types of  Damages:

• Water Damage

• Sett ling Cracks

• Vandalism

• Standard Maintenance 
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Drywall Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Water Damage:

1. Kilz

2. Remove Baseboard

3. Cut out drywall

4. Add insulation as needed

5. Add backing as needed

6. Add new drywall

7. Tape, texture, and paint

Drywall Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Settling Cracks:

1. Remove old tape

2. Add backing as needed

3. Mesh taping

4. Coating(s)

5. Texture

Drywall Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Vandalism:

1. Cut out drywall (square out if needed)

2. Remove loose debris

3. Add backing as needed

4. Add new drywall

5. Tape, texture, and paint
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Drywall Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Standard Maintenance:

1. Use of caulking for hairline cracks

2. Use of grout sponge

3. Use of spackling

4. Use of 1” putty knife up to 6”

5. Use of taping knife

Stucco F inishes

Most Common Finishes in Arizona:

• Spanish Lace Finish

• Monterey/Santa Fe Finish

• Sand Finish

• Synthetic Finish

Spanish Lace Finish M onter ey/Santa Fe Finish

Sand Finish Synthet ic Finish

Stucco Repair Work

Types of  Damages:

• Water Damage

• Sett ling Cracks

• Vandalism

• Faulty Stucco

• Standard Maintenance 
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Stucco Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Water Damage:

1. Look for gaps in the stucco

2. Check for sprinklers spraying on the stucco

3. Make sure the weep screed is clear (no debris)

4. Look for peeling, humps, de-bonding, or cracking

Stucco Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess and Repair Settling Cracks:

1. Look for separating stucco over 1/16”

2. Look for separations around window and door frames, plumbing penetrations

3. Look for separations at stucco stop and weep screed

Stucco Repair Work Continued:

How to Assess Vandalism:

• Holes 

• Dents

Common Causes:

• Woodpeckers

• Vehicle intrusion

• Homeowner DIY projects gone wrong
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Soft Stucco Testing

What is it and how is it done?

• Screwdriver or pick is inserted into stucco to determine the strength

• Pushing on the actual stucco to see if it flexes or crumbles

• Sections can be visually seen if stucco falls apart on its own

• Lab testing is a last resort

Stucco Repair/Put Back

Application Steps:

1. Cut out affected area of stucco down to studs i f possible.

2. Determine i f black paper (water pro ofing membrane) has been affected or compromised in any way.

3. If b lack paper needs to b e replaced, apply new paper to flash undern eath the existing paper to create the proper 
drainage plane. Acceptable material in lieu of black paper would be Rain Busters or Bithuthane.

4. Secure new foam by nai ling on to the studs or plywood backing.                                                               
Ti p: It i s not a bad idea to wate r te st repairs at this point.

5. Apply new  chicken wire or metal lath.

6. Apply new  pre-mixed s tucco material to affected area and coat evenly. Be sure to go past the trans ition point.

7. Apply new  texture to match su rrou nding surface.

Stucco Repair/Put Back

D emo Af fected Ar ea Vapor  Barr ier Lath Br own Coat Text ure Com plete
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How to Assess for Signs of Water Damage

Lo ok fo r signs  of:

• Water stains or discoloration

• Peeling, bubblin g, or bl istering paint

• Soft or sagging areas

• Mold or mildew od or

Inspect for : 

• Warped or buckl ing hardwood flooring

• Loose or cracked ti le

• Soft or spongey areas ben eath flooring 

Check for:

• Damaged caulking or weatherstripping 

• Soft or rotting wood trim

• Water stains around w indow frames

Exterior Home Maintenance Checklist

• Clean Gutters  and Downspouts Regularly. 

• Inspect the roof for missing, cracked or damaged shingles.

• Check flashing aroun d chimneys, vents, skyl ights, and roof penetrations . 

• Inspect stucco for cracks, chips , h oles, or loose sections. 

• Check windows and doors for damaged seals , caulking, and weatherstrippin g. 

• Trim trees and shrubs  away from the home.

• Remove vines growing on exterior wal ls.

• Adjust sp rinkler heads to prevent water from spraying on exterior walls .

• Inspect exterior paint for peeling, bli stering, or fading. 

• Inspect parapet walls for cracks,  loose coping caps, damaged flashing, and white, powdery depos its which may indicate 
moisture intrus ion.

• Inspect s iding for insect damage, loose or damaged panels,  and open joints or gaps around windows, doors , and trim. 

• Ensure the ground s lopes away from the foundation and that downspouts discharge water away from the home. 

Inter ior  Home Maintenance Checklist

• Replace HVAC  air fil ters every 1-3 months.
• Keep air vents and registers clean and unobstructed.

• Inspect wall s and ceilings  for cracks,  stains,  peeling paint, or signs of water damage.

• Repair drywall cracks and repaint as  needed.

• Check weatherstripping around windows and  doors; replace i f worn.
• Inspect caulking aroun d windows and interior trim.

• Check for s igns of water intrus ion or plumbing leaks , und er sinks,  around toilets,  or 

appliances.
• Inspect insulation in the attic or crawl  space for damage, moisture, or signs  of pests.  

• Inspect caulking aroun d tubs, showers, and sinks .

• Repair cracked grout or rep lace deteriorated caulk.
• Ensure bathroom and laundry room exhaust fans are operating properly to reduce humidity. 

• Look for s igns of mold or mildew, address  the source of moisture promptly. 

• Inspect flooring for warped, loose, or damaged materials that may indicate hidden moisture. 
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Todd  Whittake r Dr ywall, In c.  is  a ful l-se rvice 

remo del in g, repair,  a nd main tenance co ntractor  

based in  Ph oen ix, Ar izona, serving t he gr eater 
Ph oenix area  since 1996 . With dedicated in-ho use 

crews  an d decades  o f in dustry exp erience, we  

pro vide  de pend able rep air,  mainten ance, and  

ren ovatio n service s fo r r esident ial  and  ho us ing 
facil ities. Ou r com mitme nt to  q uali ty w orkman sh ip, 

respon sive service, an d cu stom er satis fact ion  h as 

be en t he fo und atio n o f o ur bus in ess  for  30 years. We 

app reciate the op por tunity to  serve yo ur hou sing 
facil ities. P lease keep  us  in min d fo r any upcom ing 

rep air, main tenan ce , or remod eling need s.
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